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AI in Education – News & Trends | September 2025
What Schools Need to Know This Month

From Implementation to Accountability
September 2025 marks the step from policy to practice. The Dutch government 
published the AI Act Guide, SURF/Npuls completed their DPIA on EduGenAI (12 
low risks), and Kennisnet launched an AI community for schools.
The focus is shifting from “is it allowed?” to “how can we do this safely and 
meaningfully?” — with emphasis on compliance, didactic use, and team reflection.
AI in education is maturing from experimentation to responsible practice under 
human control.

Overview of September 2025 at a Glance
Domain Development Meaning for schools

Policy & 
Governance

Publication of the AI Act 
Guide

Schools can concretely define policies, risks, 
and roles. School leaders gain clarity on what 
falls under the law.

Privacy & 
Technology

DPIA EduGenAI: 12 low risks, 
mitigation started

Example for a DPIA approach on school AI 
tools; highlights privacy-by-design and data 
localisation.

Tooling & 
Suppliers

Update on Microsoft 365 
Copilot risks

Not yet ready for school-wide use: cautious 
adoption recommended; risks partly reduced.

International 
mirror

OECD & UNESCO: focus on 
human-centred and inclusive 
AI

Global focus on AI literacy and responsible 
integration in curricula.

Dutch News
AI Act Guide: clarity on obligations and timelines
On 4 September, the Dutch government published the AI Act Guide, a practical 
explanation of the European AI Regulation.
What does this mean for schools?

 Schools fall under the category of deployer (user of AI systems).

 Prohibited systems (such as emotion recognition in education) have not been 
permitted since February 2025.

https://www.government.nl/documents/publications/2025/09/04/ai-act-guide
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 Most obligations (such as risk classification and transparency) apply from 
August 2026, but schools are advised to start adapting their policies and 
contracts now.

 The guide includes sample questions: “Is this system high-risk?”, “Who is 
responsible for logging?”

 Practically useful for procurement, DPO assessment, and teaching material 
development.

For teachers: greater clarity on labelling and responsible use in assignments.
For school leaders: a starting point for school-wide AI policy with risk classes and 
phased compliance.

DPIA EduGenAI – model for privacy-conscious AI
On 1 September, SURF/Npuls published the results of the DPIA on EduGenAI, 
developed in cooperation with Privacy Company.
Twelve low risks were identified; no high risks.
Mitigations include limiting personal data, maintaining human oversight, and 
processing data within SURF’s own environment.
EduGenAI serves as a blueprint for future AI services in education.

For teachers: insight into how AI systems can be designed safely.
For management: use the DPIA as a reference model for school AI tools (e.g. 
writing assistants, student dashboards).

Update Microsoft 365 Copilot – not yet ready for large-scale use
In September, SURF and SLM published an updated risk advisory on Microsoft 365 
Copilot.
Two of the four previously high-risk points have been downgraded to medium, but 
privacy uncertainties remain.
SURF advises schools to exercise caution until new contractual safeguards are 
finalised.

For teachers: use Copilot only after explicit approval from the school DPO.
For school leaders: include Copilot in your review calendar and communicate pilot 
conditions clearly.

https://www.kennisnet.nl/nieuws/surf-adviseert-microsoft-365-copilot-terughoudend-in-te-zetten-vanwege-privacyrisicos/
https://www.kennisnet.nl/nieuws/surf-adviseert-microsoft-365-copilot-terughoudend-in-te-zetten-vanwege-privacyrisicos/
https://www.surf.nl/en/news/dpia-edugenai-working-on-safe-and-responsible-ai-in-education
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Reflections from practice
 Efficiency gains: practical cases show signs of time savings in formative 

feedback, though structural evidence is still lacking.

 Shadow IT: reports of uncertified AI tools persist; reliable figures on scale are 
not yet available.

 Innovation: growing interest in multimodal AI, but emotion recognition in 
education remains prohibited under the AI Act (Article 5).

The World as a Mirror
OECD – balancing digitalisation and workload
The new edition of Education at a Glance 2025 shows how rapidly digitalisation 
and AI are transforming the education sector.
Alongside figures on teacher shortages and workload, the report includes—for the 
first time—indicators on AI use and teachers’ digital skills.
The OECD calls for investments in both AI literacy and workload reduction — two 
themes still often treated separately in many countries.

Trend: education systems are shifting from isolated innovation projects to 
integrated policies that link professionalisation, infrastructure, and wellbeing.
Meaning for the Netherlands: the data provide a benchmark for national policy on 
teachers’ digital literacy and AI competences.

UNESCO – Anthology AI & the Future of Education
In September 2025, UNESCO compiled more than thirty international contributions 
in the anthology AI & the Future of Education.
The publication highlights the importance of human control and inclusive AI 
literacy, with examples from Asia, Africa, and Europe.
Rather than positioning AI as a driving force, it presents AI as a supportive tool 
that helps teachers and students think critically, reflect, and collaborate.

Trend: a global shift from AI-driven to AI-supported learning.
Meaning for the Netherlands: confirms the direction in which AI is viewed as an 
extension of pedagogical professionalism, not a replacement for it.
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United Kingdom – Ofsted update on transparent AI use
The British education inspectorate Ofsted has updated its guidelines with new 
requirements for transparency in AI use in lesson design, assessment, and grading.
Schools are encouraged to make it visible when and how AI is being used, so that 
pupils and parents understand which decisions are made by humans and which by 
systems.

Trend: inspection frameworks are developing auditability as a new quality criterion 
— the ability to trace and justify AI-driven decisions.
Meaning for the Netherlands: a clear indication of future evaluation of 
responsible AI use within inspection and quality assurance.

 🎯 Action Points for Schools
Theme

For school leadership / ICT / 
DPO

For teachers / teams Timeframe

Policy & Governance
Update AI policy based on the AI 
Act Guide (risk classes, human 
oversight, labelling).

Follow team agreements 
on responsible AI use and 
source attribution.

0–3 months

Privacy & Safety
Conduct DPIAs for AI 
applications in use; use the 
EduGenAI report as an example.

Use only approved tools; 
do not test accounts 
outside the school domain.

0–3 months

Assessment & 
Evaluation

Reassess assessment policy and 
communication with parents on 
AI use in formative tasks.

Reflect with pupils on 
what AI adds to or distorts 
in feedback.

School year

Professional 
Development

Schedule training on safe 
prompting, bias control, and 
didactic value.

Share lesson ideas in the 
Kennisnet AI community 
or during subject meetings.

Ongoing

Communication & 
Culture

Make AI visible in policy, parent 
letters, and the school plan 
(transparency obligation).

Discuss dilemmas about 
fairness, privacy, and trust 
with pupils.

Ongoing

Final Reflection
For education, September 2025 was about doing, testing, and sharing.
The legal frameworks are clear; attention is now turning to implementation, 
knowledge exchange, and accountability.
Schools aiming to be fully AI-compliant by 2026 would do well to start practising 
with DPIAs (Data Protection Impact Assessments) — to map out risks 
surrounding AI applications, embed AI policy in the 2026–2027 school plan, and 
share experiences with peer schools and knowledge partners.
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The key challenge for this school year remains:
How can AI lighten and enrich our work — without losing the human touch?

From Trend to Practice
Would you like to translate these insights into your school’s context? Symbio6 helps 
schools implement AI thoughtfully and humanely — with on-the-job coaching, 
team training, and practical programmes on AI literacy, policy, and didactics.

More information: symbio6.nl/en/our-services

Further Reading
 ⬅️August 2025 – From regulation to fair practice
 ➡️October 2025 – From Implementation to Accountability 

 📚 All monthly reports: symbio6.nl/en/trends

https://symbio6.nl/en/trends/ai-in-education-october-2025.pdf
https://symbio6.nl/en/trends/ai-in-education-august-2025.pdf
https://symbio6.nl/en/trends
https://symbio6.nl/en/our-services
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