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AI in Education – News & Trends | October 2025
What Schools Need to Know This Month

From Implementation to Accountability
AI in education is shifting from quick adoption to deliberate, transparent 
integration.
The Ministry of Education (OCW) has appointed a Chief Science Advisor for AI; 
Flemish schools are training teachers in safe use; and European scientists warn 
against uncritical adoption. Internationally, AI use is rising — but so is the call for 
ethics, independence, and public oversight.
In short: the focus is no longer on what AI can do, but on how to use it responsibly.

Overview of October 2025 at a Glance
Domain Development Relevance for schools

Policy & governance
OCW appoints Prof. Dr Vanessa 
Evers as Chief Science Advisor AI.

Strengthens focus on policy, 
professionalisation, and public oversight.

Practice & didactics
VO-raad presents AI as a “super 
intern.”

Encourages responsible use and critical 
thinking about AI in lessons.

International 
research

OECD report 2024: 1 in 3 teachers 
use AI.

Highlights the need for targeted AI 
training.

Professional 
development

Flanders and the US launch large-
scale AI training schemes.

Invites a national “train-the-trainer” 
approach.

Ethics & integrity
European scientists warn against 
uncritical AI adoption.

Emphasises ethical and independent 
policy.

International 
inspiration

Greece launches ChatGPT Edu 
pilot.

Shows that public, safe AI pilots are 
feasible.

Dutch News
OCW appoints first Chief Science Advisor AI
The Ministry of Education, Culture and Science (OCW) has appointed Prof. Dr 
Vanessa Evers as the first Chief Science Advisor AI (from 1 November 2025).
She will bridge scientific expertise and policy for the education, culture, and media 
sectors.
For teachers: no direct impact yet, but possible future guidelines on AI skills and 
responsible use.

https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/actueel/nieuws/2025/10/14/ocw-stelt-vanessa-evers-aan-als-chief-science-advisor-ai
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For school leaders: may influence professionalisation, policy, and cooperation with 
suppliers in the medium term.

VO-raad: AI as a “super intern”
Innovation specialist Job van den Berg describes AI as a smart assistant supporting 
both administrative and creative tasks — provided the user is well-trained.
For teachers: use AI to enhance your expertise, not to replace it.
For school leaders: set clear boundaries and ensure adequate training for safe and 
meaningful use in school.

The World as a Mirror
OECD figures and current reality
The OECD TALIS 2024 report, based on 2023–2024 data, shows that 36 % of teachers 
worldwide used AI — mainly for lesson preparation — while 70 % expressed 
concerns about reliability and plagiarism. Top users included Singapore, South 
Korea, and Estonia.
These historic figures are often quoted without dates, while current generative AI 
use is likely far higher. 

For a current, broad perspective: see our AI in Education Index.
Trend: AI use grows faster than the pedagogical knowledge needed for responsible 
application.
Meaning for NL: The Netherlands lags behind frontrunners; structured teacher 
training is essential.

Massive AI adoption in US schools
A survey by the   Center for Democracy and Technology   (CDT) (June–August 2025) 
found that 85 % of teachers and 86 % of students in US schools used AI tools during 
2024–2025.
While applications range from personalised teaching to assessment, 75 % of 
teachers worry about reduced critical thinking and authenticity of student work.
Many also report weaker personal connection between teachers and students.
Trend: adoption outpaces ethical frameworks and training, raising risks around 
privacy, cybersecurity, and bullying.
Meaning for NL: Invest in AI literacy and digital resilience through clear policy and 
practice guidelines.

https://www.govtech.com/education/k-12/cdt-growing-ai-use-in-schools-brings-benefits-and-new-risks
https://symbio6.nl/en/apps/ai-education-index.html
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/results-from-talis-2024_90df6235-en.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wgN5jov4TVI&t=481s
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Big Tech invests millions in teacher training (US)
Companies such as Microsoft, OpenAI, and Anthropic are investing millions in AI 
literacy programmes for 400,000 US teachers, in partnership with teacher unions.
While this accelerates adoption, critics warn that tech companies are buying 
influence over education policy.
Schools are urged to avoid over-reliance on commercial AI tools and protect 
privacy.
Trend: public–private partnerships speed up AI training.
Meaning for NL: interesting model, but public control of training and curriculum 
remains crucial to prevent dependence on Big Tech.

Greece launches ChatGPT Edu pilot
Twenty secondary schools are joining a national pilot for ethical and creative AI use 
under public supervision.
Trend: public pilots as laboratories for AI didactics.
Meaning for NL: demonstrates that safe, transparent AI experiments are feasible at 
national level.

Open letter: “Stop uncritical AI adoption”
More than 100 European AI scientists, including Dutch researchers, warn Dutch 
universities and colleges against uncritical AI use.
They caution against dependence on big tech and a decline in students’ critical 
thinking.
The letter calls for restraint in using AI in teaching and research and urges 
academics to counter misleading industry claims.
Trend: from AI hype to governance and quality assurance.
Meaning for NL: sharpens debate on ethics, autonomy, and academic freedom.

Flanders trains 1,000 teachers in safe AI use
The Flemish Digisprong Knowledge Centre has launched a multi-year train-the-
trainer programme to reduce fear and misinformation.
Trend: regional wave of professional development.
Meaning for NL: could serve as a model for nation-wide training via teacher 
education programmes.

https://focus-wtv.be/nieuws/duizend-leerkrachten-leren-ai-beter-kennen
https://focus-wtv.be/nieuws/duizend-leerkrachten-leren-ai-beter-kennen
https://openletter.earth/open-letter-stop-the-uncritical-adoption-of-ai-technologies-in-academia-b65bba1e
https://openletter.earth/open-letter-stop-the-uncritical-adoption-of-ai-technologies-in-academia-b65bba1e
https://greekreporter.com/2025/10/18/greece-ai-schools-program-chatgpt-edu-classrooms/
https://abcnews.go.com/Technology/wireStory/big-tech-paying-millions-train-teachers-ai-push-126604487
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 October 2025 in Numbers📊
Figure Topic Context Source (2025)

85 %
Teachers and students in 
the US use AI

From tutoring and lesson planning to 
assessment; use outpaces support.

Center for Democracy 
and Technology

6 hours
Average weekly time 
saved through AI

AI-assisted learning improves results 
and saves time.

Science Insights 
Education Frontiers

400 000
US teachers in AI 
training

5-year public–private programme with 
AFT and NEA unions.

ABC News

$6 → $90 
bn

Global AI in education 
market (2025–2032)

Explosive growth in EdTech 
investment.

WTOP / Digital 
Learning Institute

31
US states with AI school 
guidelines

Formal policies on privacy, use, and 
transparency.

WFAE

 Action Points for Schools🎯
Theme For school leaders / ICT / DPO For teachers / teams Timeline

Policy & governance
Develop policy on AI skills and 
vendor relations.

Discuss what “responsible AI 
use” means in your subject.

Winter 
’25–’26

Practical use Review tool safety and contracts.
Test AI as a “super intern”; 
record insights and risks.

Nov ’25

Professional 
development

Assess training needs; explore 
train-the-trainer models.

Take short courses on 
prompting and data safety.

From Jan ’26

Ethics & integrity
Safeguard independence in AI 
partnerships.

Discuss critical thinking and 
AI reliability with students.

Ongoing

International 
inspiration

Follow Greece’s ChatGPT Edu 
pilot for transparent practice.

Compare own approach and 
share examples.

Q1 ’26

Final Reflection
October 2025 confirms that AI in education has entered a new phase: from 
experiment to structure and accountability.
The tone is shifting from curious innovation to careful governance.
Policy makers seek links with science, teachers demand training, and researchers 
set boundaries to commercial influence.
International growth shows that speed alone is not enough — trust, transparency, 
and professional autonomy now define the quality of progress.

https://wtop.com/education/2025/10/smarter-classrooms-real-results-how-ai-is-rewriting-the-rules-of-education/
https://wtop.com/education/2025/10/smarter-classrooms-real-results-how-ai-is-rewriting-the-rules-of-education/
https://www.wfae.org/education/2025-10-28/cms-passes-new-policy-on-ai-use-in-schools
https://abcnews.go.com/Technology/wireStory/big-tech-paying-millions-train-teachers-ai-push-126604487
https://wtop.com/education/2025/10/smarter-classrooms-real-results-how-ai-is-rewriting-the-rules-of-education/
https://wtop.com/education/2025/10/smarter-classrooms-real-results-how-ai-is-rewriting-the-rules-of-education/
https://www.govtech.com/education/k-12/cdt-growing-ai-use-in-schools-brings-benefits-and-new-risks
https://www.govtech.com/education/k-12/cdt-growing-ai-use-in-schools-brings-benefits-and-new-risks
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From Trend to Practice
Would you like to translate these insights into your school’s context? Symbio6 helps 
schools implement AI thoughtfully and humanely — with on-the-job coaching, 
team training, and practical programmes on AI literacy, policy, and didactics.

More information: symbio6.nl/en/our-services

Further Reading
 September⬅️  2025 – From regulation to fair practice
 📚 All monthly reports: symbio6.nl/en/trends

https://symbio6.nl/en/trends
https://symbio6.nl/en/trends/ai-in-education-september-2025.pdf
https://symbio6.nl/en/our-services
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