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AI in Education – News & Trends | May 2025
What Schools Need to Know This Month

From Policy to Assurance
In May 2025, AI in education moves from scattered experimentation to policy 
embedding and professional assurance. The Kennisnet Toolkit “School Agreements 
on Generative AI” helps schools formalise internal guidelines, while the OECD 
deepens the curriculum debate with new AI competencies for teachers and pupils.
This month marks the transition from trying out AI to managing and being 
accountable for AI.

Overview – May 2025 at a Glance
Domain Key Development Implications for Schools
Practice & 
Implementation

Kennisnet Toolkit School 
Agreements on Generative AI

Schools formalise internal AI policies.

Professional Development
VOION exploration on AI and 
workload

Embed AI literacy structurally in 
training programmes.

Technology & Privacy
First results from open-source AI 
pilots

Growing preference for privacy-
friendly models.

Research & Curriculum
OECD paper on teaching 
competencies in the AI era

Curriculum renewal and citizenship 
education in preparation.

The Netherlands
Kennisnet Toolkit – School Agreements on Generative AI
At the end of May, Kennisnet published a practical toolkit for primary and 
secondary schools to create internal agreements on AI use.
The set includes discussion cards, sample policies, and templates on topics such as 
assessment, referencing, privacy, and communication with parents.
The VO-raad and PO-raad advise schools to use these materials as a starting point 
for drafting their own AI policies.
For teachers: use the worksheets in team or department meetings; specify per 
assignment whether AI is permitted and how reflection will be assessed.
For management: embed agreements in policy documents, professional 
development plans, and parent communications.

https://www.kennisnet.nl/app/uploads/kennisnet-schoolafspraken-generatieve-ai.pdf
https://www.kennisnet.nl/app/uploads/kennisnet-schoolafspraken-generatieve-ai.pdf
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Professional Development & Work Impact – VOION Exploration
The VOION study Implications of AI for Secondary Education Staff shows that AI is 
reshaping educational organisations.
School leaders note shifting roles, a growing need for training, and the importance 
of clear boundaries between human and system responsibility.
For teachers: develop AI literacy on three levels – understanding (how AI works), 
applying (didactic use), and evaluating (critical validation).
For management: include these learning goals in the 2025–2026 professional 
development plan and link them to time allocation and HR policy.

Open-Source and Sector-Specific AI – Pilots Near Completion
Joint pilots by the MBO Raad, VO-raad, and SURF are testing open-source language 
models running within European data spaces.
Preliminary results show lower privacy risks and greater data sovereignty 
compared to commercial options.
For teachers: expect more secure, education-focused AI tools trained on Dutch-
language data.
For management: use these findings as reference points in procurement; privacy, 
transparency, and adaptability will become key criteria.
Trend: growing preference for private and sector-specific LLMs.

EU AI Act – From Framework to Implementation
The EU AI Act has been in force since August 2024. The first provisions — including 
the ban on high-risk AI systems and the requirement for AI literacy — have applied 
since February 2025.
In May, many schools began mapping their AI tools and planning staff training.
For teachers: be transparent about AI use; avoid emotion-recognition systems and 
unclear decision logic.
For management: maintain an AI register, assign responsible persons, and link 
compliance to quality assurance.

International Reflections
OECD – Redesigning the Curriculum for the AI Era
On 23 May 2025, the OECD published What should teachers teach and students 
learn in a future of powerful AI?

https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2025/05/what-should-teachers-teach-and-students-learn-in-a-future-of-powerful-ai_4578ec74/ca56c7d6-en.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2025/05/what-should-teachers-teach-and-students-learn-in-a-future-of-powerful-ai_4578ec74/ca56c7d6-en.pdf
https://symbio6.nl/blog/eu-ai-wet-samenvatting
https://admin.voion.pixelplus.nl/wp-content/uploads/media/vndmskkw/implicaties-van-ai-voor-werkenden-in-het-vo-voion-_def.pdf
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The paper argues that curricula worldwide must shift towards metacognitive skills, 
model understanding, and AI ethics.
For the Netherlands, this reinforces the case for embedding AI literacy within 
citizenship education.
Trend: from learning how to use AI to understanding what makes human learning 
unique.

European Schools – Legal and Pedagogical Framework
Early in 2025, the European Schools published a two-part framework for AI in 
education — one legal (GDPR, AI Act) and one pedagogical (authorship, bias, 
assessment).
The model is regarded internationally as a best practice for combining compliance 
and didactic value.
Trend: legality and humanity evolving as two sides of the same coin.

UNESCO – From Principles to Measurable Practice
UNESCO is preparing an Ethical Use Case Compendium collecting concrete examples 
of responsible AI use in education worldwide.
The goal is to translate ethical principles into workable evaluation formats for 
schools.
Trend: from abstract ethics to practical, testable guidelines schools can apply 
directly.

https://www.eursc.eu/BasicTexts/2025-01-D-66-en-2.pdf
https://www.eursc.eu/BasicTexts/2025-01-D-66-en-2.pdf
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 🎯 Action Points for Schools
Focus / Theme For School Management For Teachers / Teams Timeframe

Policy & 
Governance

Update the AI policy document 
with school agreements and a 
draft protocol for human 
oversight. Inventory all AI tools 
in use.

Specify for each assignment 
whether and how AI may be 
used, including reflection 
requirements.

0–3 months

Professional 
Development

Plan staff training and link AI 
literacy to HR policy.

Follow micro-modules on 
prompt strategy, quality 
control, and privacy.

Current school 
year

Ethical Use
Develop a light AI audit protocol 
for new tools (transparency, bias, 
data security).

Discuss ethical dilemmas 
with pupils (assistance vs 
plagiarism).

Ongoing

Technology & 
Privacy

Conduct DPIAs and choose 
privacy-friendly alternatives 
(open-source, EU-hosted).

Use only approved AI tools; 
report any deviations 
promptly.

3–6 months

Research & 
Reflection

Establish a working group to 
monitor AI’s impact on learning 
outcomes and workload.

Share experiences and 
effective examples within 
your department.

Ongoing

Final Reflection
May 2025 shows that AI has become a fixed part of education policy.
Schools are formalising agreements, teachers are strengthening their professional 
skills, and regulators are tightening conditions.
The next step is integration — connecting policy, pedagogy, and ethics into a 
coherent whole, so that AI does not dominate education but enhances it where 
human value remains central.

From trend to practice
Would you like to translate these insights into your school’s context? Symbio6 helps 
schools implement AI thoughtfully and humanely — with on-the-job coaching, 
team training, and practical programmes on AI literacy, policy, and didactics.

More information: symbio6.nl/en/our-services

Further reading
 ⬅️April 2025 – From Hype to Homework
 ➡️June 2025 – From Embedding to Improving
 📚 All monthly reports: symbio6.nl/en/trends

https://symbio6.nl/en/trends
https://symbio6.nl/en/trends/ai-in-education-june.pdf
https://symbio6.nl/en/trends/ai-in-education-april-2025.pdf
https://symbio6.nl/en/our-services
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