Cheat Sheet: Advanced Tips for Active Learning
with Al Tutors

Already comfortable with the basics? If not, start with the beginner sheet here:
Active Learning with Al Tutors — Basics (PDF)

Why Go Beyond Basics?

Once you’ve mastered the basics (quizzes, practice, recaps), you can push Al tutors
further. These advanced moves help you learn faster, deeper, and smarter.

Ask for Meta-Strategies

Al tutors won’t always suggest them unless you ask.
e “What’s a mental trick to check this?”
e “Give me a shortcut for remembering.”
e “Show me another way to solve this.”

This builds your toolbox, not just your answers.

Check Your Errors Carefully

Some Al tutors miss mistakes — don’t just trust them.
e “Explain why my answer is wrong.”
e “Point out step by step where I slipped.”

e “Test me again on a similar problem.”
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https://symbio6.nl/en/sheets/ai-tutors-basics.pdf

Match the Tutor to Your Style
Different Al tutors behave differently:

» Coach: fast quizzes, gamified.

+ Explainer: gentle, step by step.

+ Consultant: real-world examples.

» Teacher: structured and methodical.

Try 2-3 Al tutors, then stick with the one that keeps you engaged.

Structure Full Study Sessions

Go beyond single questions — build a session arc:
e Explore: “Give me the basics of X.”
e Challenge: “Now test me with harder examples.”
e Apply: “Show me a real-world scenario.”

e Reflect: “Summarise the key steps in 3 points.”

Stay in the Productive Struggle

Al tries to be polite — if you say “stop,” it stops.
Instead, keep pushing:

e “One harder example before we finish.”

e “Make the next one more challenging.”

Use Active Recall

Don’t just read — retrieve knowledge.
e “Quiz me without hints.”
e “Ask me 5 questions, I'll answer out loud.”

e “Mix in old topics I studied last week.”
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Quick Fix Checklist (Advanced)

O Did I ask for tricks/shortcuts (meta-strategies)?
O Did I double-check my errors?
O Did I structure my whole session (start — challenge — apply — reflect)?
O Did I match the tutor style to what keeps me engaged?
O Did I end with an active recall test?
¢ Takeaway

The basic sheet keeps you active. This sheet (part 2) makes you strategic. Combine
both, and AI tutors become real partners in learning, not just helpers.

Self-learning & applying
‘The real difference is not made by following one Al tutor, but by comparing their
different styles and taking control yourself.’

Download More

Explore the full library of cheat sheets: symbio6.nl/en/sheets

«’ Workshop - Discover how different Al tutors challenge you, complement you and
together ensure deeper learning.
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