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Pearls in the Netherlands – Rare Treasures from 
Unexpected Places
Imagine this: you’re standing on the mudflats, the air filled with a salty tang, the 
mud gently sucking at your boots. In your hand, a rough, knobbly shell – a wild 
oyster. You prise it open, expecting a succulent, briny treat… and there, nestled in 
the flesh, something unexpected gleams. A pearl. In the Netherlands.

Rarer than Rare
Although pearls are found worldwide, the odds of discovering one in a wild oyster 
in the Netherlands are extremely slim – estimated at between 1 in 10,000 and 1 in 
35,000. On average, it happens only a handful of times a year that someone here 
finds a pearl. These pearls are often non-nacreous – lacking the deep lustre of 
tropical varieties – but instead have a matt finish and irregular shape. That may 
lower their market value, but it increases their authenticity: these are not cultured 
jewels, but pure products of nature.
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International comparison
In warmer waters, such as those around Japan, French Polynesia or Australia, 
the chances of finding pearls are much greater thanks to higher water 
temperatures and specific pearl-producing species. In the cold, nutrient-rich 
waters of the Netherlands, it is precisely this rarity that makes each discovery 
extra special.  

Three Notable Discoveries in the Netherlands
Zeeland, 2013–2014 – Scientifically Confirmed
In the Grevelingen and the Westerschelde, four natural pearls were found: three 
fully formed and one blister pearl. Gemmological analysis confirmed they were 
genuine, natural pearls. They had a matt surface and irregular shapes – exactly 
what you’d expect from wild specimens.

Yerseke, August 2015 – An Oyster Full of Surprises
During Mussel Day in Yerseke, fish shop staff found ten pearls in a single oyster. 
After X-ray examination, the count rose to 21. The oyster was auctioned for €2,600. 
Although the pearls themselves had little high-end jeweller’s value, the unique story 
made the find a sought-after collector’s item.

Wadden Sea, July 2025 – Jurriaan’s Pearl
During a mudflat walking tour near Lauwersoog, eight-year-old Jurriaan found a 
gleaming bead in the very first oyster he opened. Valuation: around €30, due to its 
small size and modest lustre. For Jurriaan, the emotional value was priceless: “I’m 
going to keep it and give it a nice place in my bedroom.”

Not Just Oysters
Other shellfish in the Netherlands can also produce pearls. Mussels from the 
Oosterschelde – and even supermarket mussels – have occasionally yielded tiny 
pearls. Sometimes white, sometimes dark or almost black, always irregular in shape 
and with low commercial value. For the finder, however, the surprise is often just as 
great.

How to Recognise a Natural Dutch Pearl
 Often smaller and more irregular than tropical pearls
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 Usually matt, without deep lustre

 Colour varies: white, cream, grey or blackish

 Always found inside the mollusc – loose finds without origin are suspect

Value and Meaning
The financial value of Dutch pearls is usually modest, unless it’s an exceptional find 
such as the Yerseke oyster. But the emotional value can be priceless – precisely 
because they appear so unexpectedly. Each pearl is a tangible fragment of living 
natural history.

Explore More
This document is part of our AI-driven content generation case study. 
Discover the complete story of strategies, tools, and results.

 🔗 Read the full case study on our website

https://symbio6.nl/en/case-study/ai-powered-content-oyster
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