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The Oyster in the News – September 2025

September 2025 was a month of major milestones and new concerns. While 
restoration projects moved from planning to action in the Netherlands, enthusiasts 
celebrated the start of the oyster season. Internationally, there were successes in 
restoration and trade, but also warnings about diseases and viruses. 
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Dutch News
 Restoration & Innovation🌱

 Rotterdam: major step in reef recovery
In early September, more than half a million young European flat oysters 
(Ostrea edulis) were deployed in the Port of Rotterdam using the remote 
setting method. This project links ecological restoration with maritime 
infrastructure, showing that even industrial waters can support new reefs.

 Wadden Sea: Eierlandse Gat plan
A restoration plan was published for the Eierlandse Gat near Texel to bring 
back the flat oyster. The area is highly dynamic, with strong tidal currents and 
shifting seabeds, making it a crucial test of whether restoration is possible in 
such environments.

 Veerse Meer: mother reefs tested
In Zeeland, researchers are experimenting with clay-based “mother reefs” 
seeded with oyster larvae. These attract settlement more quickly and are 
designed to improve biodiversity and water quality.

 Culture & Experience🎉

 Start of the Zeeland oyster season
At the end of September, the official season began. Three types are available: 
the creuse (Pacific oyster, Magallana gigas), the table oyster (a selected 
creuse strain), and the exclusive flat oyster (Ostrea edulis), known as the 
“queen of oysters”.

 Dutch Oyster Shucking Championship 2025
On 4 September, Yerseke hosted the national championship. Joost Vogelaar 
(17, Reimerswaal) took the title by opening thirty oysters at lightning speed. 
The contest is judged on speed, cleanliness (no shell fragments, no cuts), and 
presentation.
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International News

 Restoration & Policy🌱
 United States: Chesapeake Bay milestone

In Maryland, the official completion of five large oyster restoration 
sanctuaries was announced. Oyster populations have tripled, and although 
the sanctuaries remain closed to fishing, commercial fishers are already 
benefitting from improved catches nearby.

 Greece: commercial status for rayed pearl oyster
The rayed pearl oyster (Pinctada imbricata radiata) received official quotas 
in September. Originally non-native in the Mediterranean, it can now be 
harvested and sold under strict rules.

Key differences with Dutch oysters:

 Rayed pearl oyster: smaller, invasive in the Mediterranean.

 European flat oyster (Ostrea edulis): native, rounded shell, traditional 
delicacy, vulnerable to disease.

 Pacific oyster (Magallana gigas): introduced in the 1960s, elongated 
shell, fast-growing, now the dominant farmed oyster in Dutch waters.

 Trade & Economy💶

 Malaysia surges ahead
Trade figures revealed Malaysia exported more oysters than France in the 
first quarter of 2025. These are mainly Pacific oysters (Magallana gigas), the 
global standard due to fast growth and high yields.
In Europe, exports focus more on flat oysters (Ostrea edulis) as a luxury 
product and on the creuse (Pacific oyster) for the table market.
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 Health & Risks⚠️
 New virus threat

Scientists in Canada discovered a new RNA virus in oysters. Harmless to 
humans, it could nevertheless cause mass mortality among both farmed and 
wild oysters.

 Ongoing norovirus concerns
In the United States, warnings were extended for frozen oysters imported 
from South Korea. The fact that products harvested as far back as late 2024 
were still affected highlights weaknesses in traceability and hygiene systems.

Conclusion
September 2025 confirmed that oysters are both resilient and vulnerable:

 In the Netherlands, projects moved from planning to implementation, while 
the season officially began.

 In the United States, twenty years of work in Chesapeake Bay culminated in 
tangible success.

 Global trade shifted towards Asia, with Malaysia overtaking France in 
volume.

 Yet diseases and viruses continue to pose serious threats to the sector.

The oyster remains both a symbol of hopeful recovery and a warning of fragility 
in marine ecosystems and international markets.
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