The Oyster in the News - May 2025

In May 2025, oysters featured prominently in the news. From an ecological
comeback in the North Sea to vibrant festivals and art fairs, the oyster was firmly in
the spotlight. Below is an overview of the key developments.
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Rediscovery of the European Flat Oyster

European flat oysters (Ostrea edulis) have once again been observed in Belgian
coastal waters. This species had disappeared for decades due to overfishing and
disease, but now appears to be cautiously making a comeback. The oysters are
attaching themselves to artificial structures such as quay walls and wind turbine
foundations. Researchers suspect the larvae originate from international breeding
projects, highlighting the importance of cross-border cooperation in marine
restoration.

Fishing Ban to Protect Oyster Reefs

To protect these recovering populations, fishing bans will be introduced from 1 June
2025 at two locations in the Belgian North Sea. The measure is part of the Belreefs
project and aims to give young oysters on newly placed reef structures the chance
to develop safely. The ban will remain in effect until 2028, within a radius of 200
metres.

The Oyster as a Cultural Icon

The oyster also played a leading role in several cultural initiatives:

* Parel Zondag (Amsterdam): On 4 May, visitors enjoyed oysters for €1,
accompanied by cava and live music.

* KunstRAI (Amsterdam): The Oestercompagnie set up an oyster bar at this
major art fair, putting the oyster both literally and figuratively on centre
stage.

* Oyster Walk (Netherlands): A culinary walking tour with oysters as its
central theme attracted large crowds of enthusiasts.

“Oester” Stage Reopens in Veghel

In Veghel, the cultural venue “Oester” was brought back into use on King’s Day.
Throughout May, it hosted concerts and community events, symbolising the oyster’s
return to public life.
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Conclusion: The Oyster Returns - Ecological and
Cultural Revival

In May 2025, the oyster became a symbol of hope, recovery, and renewed
connection. Its return to the North Sea signals positive ecological change, while

festivals and artistic projects reaffirm its cultural value. From seabed to city square,
the oyster lives again.
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