The Oyster in the News - March 2025

March 2025 once again brought the oyster into the spotlight — culturally,
gastronomically, and ecologically. From innovative reef restoration projects to the
announcement of popular festivals and community-building activities in the
construction sector, the oyster proved to be surprisingly versatile. This overview
highlights the key oyster-related news from the month.
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Ecological Restoration: Oyster Reefs Make a
Comeback

On 12 March, the Belreefs Project received official approval. This Belgian pilot
initiative focuses on restoring oyster reefs in the North Sea. By placing oysters on
artificial substrates, the project aims to create a self-sustaining reef that requires no
further human intervention. This step promises not only ecological benefits but also
potential boosts to biodiversity and coastal protection.

Oyster Harvesting at Women in Construction Day

On 13 March, the third edition of Women in Construction Day took place at the
Oesterij in Yerseke. More than 50 women from the construction industry came
together for a day of connection and inspiration. One of the highlights: harvesting
oysters together in the Oosterschelde. This playful and symbolic activity emphasised
the event’s goal — fostering collaboration and visibility in a traditionally male-
dominated sector.

Looking Ahead to the Zeeland Oyster Festival

In early March, organisers of the Zeeland Oyster Festival announced that ticket
sales would begin at the end of the month. The three-day festival, scheduled for 18,
19, and 20 October; marks the start of the oyster season and offers visitors an
introduction to the rich variety of Zeeland oysters. Local producers, chefs, and
enthusiasts are already preparing for another delicious edition.

Amsterdam Expands Its Oyster Celebration

It was also announced that Amsterdam’s oyster festival at the Bajeskwartier will
return — and expand — on Saturday 21 September. Following a successful debut in
2024, the 2025 edition will now run over two days. The festival aims to attract a
wide audience and features not only classic oysters but also innovative pairings and
presentations — including the youthful concept The Oyster Show, which turns each
oyster into an experience.
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Conclusion: The Oyster Thrives - From Seabed to
Serving Plate

March 2025 demonstrated that the oyster is far more than a luxury delicacy. This
shellfish plays a role in social change, environmental restoration, and culinary
innovation. From the muddy flats of Zeeland to urban food festivals, the oyster
continues to be a unifying and surprising presence in Dutch culture. The oyster’s
future is not only delicious - it’s promisingly sustainable.
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