The Oyster in the News - July 2025

July 2025 was a rich month for oyster news, with reports from the North Sea, the
Wadden Sea, the Mediterranean and even the United States. While previous months
focused largely on restoration plans and protective measures, July saw tangible
results: new reefs, rare finds and groundbreaking applications. Internationally,
there were also major developments, from commercial innovations to large-scale
restoration projects.
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Restoration and Biodiversity in the Low Countries

BELREEFS Project (Belgium)

Thirty kilometres off the Belgian coast, 200,000 juvenile European flat oysters were
released at the wreck of the SS Kilmore. Fixed onto biodegradable clay tiles, they are
intended to form new reefs that will boost biodiversity, improve water quality and
strengthen coastal resilience. It is expected that around 30,000 larvae will grow into
adult oysters.

Voordelta (Netherlands)

Divers confirmed that the millions of oysters placed in 2023 into biodegradable
cages on reused restaurant shells are still alive and growing well. The structures
have remained largely intact after two years, underlining the sustainable design of
the project.

Remarkable Find in the Netherlands

Pearl in a Wild Oyster (Wadden Sea)

Eight-year-old Jurriaan discovered a natural pearl in a wild oyster during a mudflat
walking tour — a rare find that attracted significant media attention. The pearl was
valued and provided an inspiring nature story.

International Restoration and Innovation Projects
Chesapeake Bay (United States)

e In the Manokin River in Maryland, the fifth and final large-scale oyster
sanctuary was nearing completion, supporting over a billion oysters across
approximately 179 hectares of reef habitat.

e Overall, restoration in Chesapeake Bay is on schedule: nearly 931 hectares of
oyster habitat have been restored across 10 tributaries, potentially exceeding
the original target.

e Elsewhere in the bay, millions of oysters have been released, including 60
million in Herring Bay and 9 million in the Severn River.
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Greece — Commercial Introduction of the Rayed Pearl Oyster

The previously little-known rayed pearl oyster (Pinctada imbricata radiata) was
granted commercial status in July. This now allows for legal harvesting, processing
(including smoking) and sale, offering fishers new income streams in the
Mediterranean.

North Sea — Oysters in Offshore Wind Farms

RWE Offshore Wind and The Oyster Restoration Company completed a feasibility
study showing that large-scale restoration of native oyster reefs is technically and
ecologically viable within offshore wind farms. This could set a new standard for
boosting biodiversity in the energy transition.

Conclusion

July 2025 confirmed that the oyster is quietly but powerfully making a comeback
worldwide. In the Low Countries, tangible results emerged from earlier restoration
efforts; in the US, record-scale sanctuaries were achieved; and in the
Mediterranean, new commercial opportunities arose. Innovative combinations,
such as integrating oysters into offshore wind farms, show that ecological
restoration and economic development can go hand in hand. From local discovery
to global milestone, the oyster was firmly in the spotlight in July.
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