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The Oyster in the News – January 2025

In January 2025, the oyster featured prominently in the news in various ways. From 
sporting achievements to sustainability initiatives and technological innovations, 
this month highlighted the versatility of the oyster. Rugby clubs named “Oysters” 
played a key role in competitions, the Zeeland oyster sector made further progress 
in sustainable certification, and a groundbreaking offshore energy project called 
OESTER attracted significant attention.
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Rugby Clubs and Oyster-Related Events
The oyster was not just a culinary highlight but also a symbol of sporting excellence 
and community spirit.

Oisterwijk Oysters: A Triumphant Return
On 26 January 2025, the rugby team Oisterwijk Oysters III returned to the field in a 
match in Nieuwegein. The team, consisting of 15 players and a labradoodle as their 
mascot, secured an impressive victory. Players like “Sniper G” and “Japie” stood out, 
with Japie scoring three tries. The match was marked by sportsmanship and 
camaraderie.

Tovaal Rugby Club Combines Rugby and Oysters
On 4 January 2025, the Goese Rugby Club Tovaal hosted a New Year’s reception 
where rugby and culinary traditions merged. Alongside youth matches and a 
campfire with marshmallows, oysters were served, reinforcing the oyster’s role as a 
symbol of community bonding.

Dukes vs Oysters: A Competitive Rivalry
Reports on matches between RC Dukes and various Oysters teams highlighted an 
old rivalry. The Dukes criticised the Oysters for alleged unreliability in partnerships, 
a long-standing debate within the Dutch rugby community. Despite this, the team 
remained a prominent force in the third division in January 2025.

Sustainability and Certification in Oyster Sector
The oyster sector continues to innovate in the fields of sustainability and ecological 
responsibility.

Expansion of MSC Certification for Zeeland Oysters
Although the audit for the expansion of MSC certification took place in 2023, the 
topic remained relevant in January 2025 due to the implementation of new 
conditions. The certification was extended to the Veerse Meer and now included 
“off-bottom” installations and wild-harvested oysters. Farmers had to monitor their 
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catch quotas more strictly, strengthening consumer confidence in sustainable oyster 
farming.

Belgian Oyster Reef Restoration Project
In partnership with the BELREEFS project, Belgium continued its efforts in January 
2025 to restore natural oyster reefs in the North Sea. This biodiversity restoration 
initiative involved placing oysters in historically suitable locations. The first results 
of the monitoring programme were expected in early 2025, bringing renewed 
media attention to the project.

Technological Innovation: The OESTER Project

Offshore Energy Storage for Sustainable Energy
The OESTER project, a collaboration between sixteen European companies and 
research institutions, announced in January 2025 that it was launching the 
development of offshore electricity storage systems. Though its name was a play on 
the word “oyster,” the project focused on storing wind energy using hydrogen 
technology and underground water reservoirs. This innovation aimed to contribute 
to a more stable energy supply and improve the business case for wind farms.

Permit Application for Oyster Farming in the Eastern Scheldt
The future of oyster farming in the Eastern Scheldt was at the centre of an 
important permit procedure in January 2025. The draft decision by the State 
Secretary for Agriculture to allow oyster purification plots in this Natura 2000 area 
led to a public consultation period from 22 January to 5 March 2025.

On one hand, the project presented opportunities for local farmers to improve the 
quality of Zeeland oysters, aligning with MSC certification. On the other hand, 
concerns were raised about its impact on the fragile ecosystem. The Eastern Scheldt 
serves as a nursery for various fish species and plays a crucial role in water 
purification.

The consultation period allowed citizens, environmental organisations, and 
businesses to express support or objections. This process, part of the Environmental 
Act, required an environmental impact assessment. While critics warned of 
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potential seabed disturbances, proponents argued that controlled farming could 
actually aid oyster population recovery.

Other Oyster-Related Developments

Collaboration for North Sea Oyster Reef Restoration
Danish energy company Ørsted partnered with Belgian start-up GoOcean to restore 
underwater ecosystems, including oyster reefs. This involved innovative Droppable 
Oyster Structures (DOS) to support the reintroduction of flat oysters in the North 
Sea.

Update for Oester Staete Residential Complex in Yerseke
On 20 January 2025, it was announced that the foundation of the Oester Staete 
residential complex in Yerseke had been laid. The project includes 31 apartments 
and 20 care studios for Siloah clients and was progressing according to schedule.

European Oyster Added to Endangered Species List
The European oyster (Ostrea edulis), also known as the flat oyster, was added to the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List in January 2025. 
This status could drive new actions for the recovery and protection of oyster 
populations. Scientists emphasised that, with the right efforts, restoration was 
possible.

Conclusion
January 2025 demonstrated how the oyster remained newsworthy across multiple 
fields. Rugby teams named “Oysters” strengthened their positions in competitions, 
while the oyster sector showcased its commitment to sustainability and innovation. 
At the same time, the OESTER project illustrated how maritime technology and 
ecology can complement each other. The tension between economic interests and 
environmental conservation was evident in the debate over oyster farming permits 
in the Eastern Scheldt. The developments of this month underscored how the oyster 
represents tradition, innovation, and ecological responsibility.
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