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The Oyster in the News – April 2025

April 2025 once again brought the oyster into the spotlight – not only as a delicacy, 
but also as a symbol of connection, craftsmanship, and mindful tourism. From a 
personal tribute to the original ‘Oyster Man’ to the festive launch of the new season 
in Zeeland, the oyster proved its versatility once again. This summary highlights the 
key oyster-related news stories of the month.
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Opening of the Zeeland Oyster Season
April marked the official start of the oyster season in Zeeland. Special attention was 
given to the role of women in the construction sector, who earlier in the spring had 
joined an oyster foraging trip in the Eastern Scheldt during the annual Women in 
Construction Day. The season’s launch was widely celebrated with a focus on local 
tradition, nature, and artisanal skill.

Tribute to the Original ‘Oyster Man’
On 12 April, the death of Hans Sluiman was announced. Known as the ‘Oyster Man’ 
at countless Amsterdam parties and receptions, he passed away at the age of 69. 
Sluiman embodied a unique oyster culture where style, personality, and hospitality 
came together. His passing marks the end of an era, while highlighting the enduring 
cultural role of the oyster in city life.

Oyster Foraging as Sustainable Tourism
In Zeeland, foraging for wild oysters remains a popular activity, especially through 
initiatives like Oesterscheldetour. These guided tours focus on sustainability, 
education, and immersive experiences. The oyster serves as an entry point to 
responsible nature tourism, with respect for local ecology and the intertidal 
environment.

Conclusion: The Oyster Connects – People, Nature, 
and Memory
April 2025 reinforces the idea that the oyster is more than just something on your 
plate. It connects generations, professions, and regions – from the construction 
women in Yerseke to memories of the flamboyant Oyster Man in Amsterdam. At the 
same time, it remains a gateway to sustainable tourism and place-based 
experiences. The oyster lives on – in culture, memory, and the natural world.
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